
    Going to prom is a high school 
milestone, a tradition that has been 
around for decades. It is no secret 
that prom can put a decent dent in 
one’s wallet, yet students and par-
ents alike are willing to spend big 
bucks for this occasion. Flowers, 
dinner, attire, accessories, the list 
goes on and on to dance the night 
away. The average prom dress 
is $250 alone! In fact, The 2014 
Prom Spending Survey found that 
among households earning less 
than $50,000 a year, spending av-
eraged just over $700. It’s so easy 
to get caught up on this event our-
selves that we often forget about 
those who are less fortunate. This 
is a story about how a simple jester 
could mean so much to someone 
else. Ms. Sundai Weston, an En-
glish teacher at Gulf Coast, was 
contacted a couple of weeks ago 
by Julie Cosgrove. Julie is a sat-
ellite physiology teacher for the 
Everglades City School. “The 
Everglades is a very small, farm-
ing rural community. Less than 
100 students attend this school, 
and there is one English teacher, 
just to give you an idea,” says Ms. 
Weston. Julie called Ms. Weston 
and asked “You have any dresses?” 
Julie became aware of girls who 

would love to go to prom, but were 
unable to afford to go, or were un-
able to have the transportation they 
need to get to stores. 

    “We’ll take any color, any size, 
doesn’t matter. In good condition 
of course, we don’t want it ripped 
in half.” And so Ms. Weston 
spread the word, and have received 
dresses from students, teachers, 
daughters of teachers, those who 
have graduated, and many more. 
Sometimes we have things just lay-
ing around, that we don’t even re-
alize someone else could find good 
use in. Every girl deserves to go to 
prom, regardless of any situation. 
So go ahead and raid your clos-
est, and spread the word to help 
make this happen. When you do-
nate, who knows? You could make 
someone’s dreams come true.  

   “Their prom is late April, which 
means that pick up will be very 
soon! By donating, a girl could re-
ceive a dress she never would have 
imaged she could have gotten. It’s 
about freeing the clutter and spirit; 
putting something off your plate, 
while benefiting others. It’s about 
family, community, and giving 
back, which is what Gulf Coast is 
all about.”
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   All around Gulf Coast there have 
been posters mounted on the walls 
promoting the spring blood drive. To 
encourage students to participate the 
posters give out statistics such as “Every 
two seconds someone in the U.S. needs 
blood” or “Your donation could save 
three lives”. Today we’re going to be 
swimming around Gulf Coast to fish 
out some answers as to why people who 
are able to donate don’t, why those who 
are do. But first, let’s take a look at the 
facts on blood and what donating blood 
is all about. 

  When you donate blood, you help 
those who have lost it in an accident or 
who have an illness such as cancer, ane-
mia, sickle cell disease, or hemophilia. 
Donated blood includes red blood cells, 
white blood cells, platelets and plasma. 
Blood that contains all the parts is 
called whole blood, which is collected 
during a donation. Sometimes patients 
may need just the plasma (a pale yel-
low liquid component of blood makes 
up about 55% of the body’s total blood 
volume). 

There are just three requirements that 
must be met in order to donate: 

• Be at least 17 years old. (In 
some states, you can donate if you are 
16 years old and get permission from a 

parent.)
• Weigh at least 110 lb (50 kg).
• Be in good health.
   Much more people are able to donate 

than not, so we’ve asked some shark 
members on why they choose to donate 
blood. “To help the community”, says 
junior Annie Tatigian. “To share life 
with others,” says Mr. Hemrick. We 
also asked those who are capable why 
they don’t, so we could help under-
stand and encourage them to. “I don’t 
because I am super scared of needles,” 
says sophomore Rachel Green. ‘It’s 
not that I don’t want to, it’s just that we 
are not supposed to do any strenuous 
activity afterwards, and I am training 
to swim in college, so I practice every 
day.” Says senior Kayla Tenant “I need 
to go on off season.”

  So here’s what we can do to help: 
encourage future donators; people who 
have donated could comfort those who 
are nervous and go with them, and ad-
vertise more donating opportunities 
year round for those who train in sports. 
Blood is one of the few bodily tissues 
we are still unsuccessful at replicating, 
that’s why donating is vital and should 
be encouraged to help those in need. 

Operation Prom: Making A 
Difference, One Dress at A 

Time
By: Zya Crawford

Be A Hero , Save A Life!
By: Zya Crawford
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Anyone who wants to learn more about 
the world we currently live in should defi-
nitely go to Ms. Soulard. She teaches A.P. 
human geography and international rela-
tions and has been teaching for sixteen 
years in total; all of those years being at 
Gulf Coast. Before teaching, she helped 
out with her family’s three restaurants for 
thirteen years. Initially, Ms. Soulard had 
not been fully interested in education. 
She wanted to be a lawyer, specifically, 
a human rights attorney. She had studied 
political science and took economics as 
her minor but bout halfway through, she 
had decided she wanted to be in education. 

  Ms. Soulard’s human geography class 
and international relations class can open 
up a person’s mind to thinking about the 
rest of the world around us. She said that 
her favorite part about teaching these 
classes is “widening her student’s world 
views and changing their perspectives on 
what’s going on in the world and how it re-
lates to them….” She enjoys educating the 
students on the issues that are occurring in 
the world today. 

  Ms. Soulard teaches A.P. Human ge-
ography to ninth graders. In this class, 
students learn all different sorts of topics. 
Human geography study’s people, places, 
and culture and students learn more in 
depth information about topics some may 
know very little about. Some of the topics 
covered are population, religion, agricul-
ture, economics, political geography and 
more. Ms. Soulard’s favorite topic to teach 
is political geography. 

  The other class Ms. Soulard teaches 
is International relations. In this class, 
students learn to research current global 
issues. Students must also learn to debate 
and collaborate with their peers to come 
up with solutions for these issues. It is key 

that they can also deliver the material well. 
This includes being able to speak well. 
There are a range of issues that students 
can research. They can discuss terrorism, 
scientific issues, human rights, and a mul-
titude of other issues. 

  Not only does she teach these classes 
but she also is a part of Model Unites Na-
tions. She had been involved in Model 
United Nations during college and to her, 
this extracurricular activity is an exten-
sion of the classroom with added skills 
that cannot be taught in class. It allows 
students to look at things from different 
viewpoints and not just those of the United 
Sates. Students can take on new perspec-
tives of countries. Model United Nations 
does not just expand your view of the 
world, it also teaches key life skills such 
as time management, speaking skills, and 
responsibility. 

  Since Ms. Soulard teaches about all 
different places around the world, it is 
no doubt that she truly enjoys traveling. 
During just about every spring break, she 
goes on a trip with other students to dif-
ferent parts of the world. This year, they 
traveled to Rome and next year, her plan 
is to travel to Greece. One of Ms. Sou-
lard’s most memorable moments was her 
first trip to Italy. It was around Easter and 
they were walking by the colosseum when 
they saw Pope John Paul II. He was doing 
Stations of the Cross up the Palatine hill. 
Ms. Soulard said that “We were very for-
tunate to witness that and the year after, 
he passed.” 

  Ms. Soulard is an incredible teacher 
who has opened student’s minds to dis-
cover more about the world we live in. 
She is helping build the next politicians, 
geographers, and lawyers of the world. 

Features

Teacher of the Year: Mrs. Kelly!
Gulf Coast High School is teeming with 

respectable, experienced, and noble educa-
tors. Being a teacher requires time, patience, 
understanding, and loyalty to their profession 
and students alike. These qualities are often 
expressed in the teachers at Gulf Coast. When 
it comes time to select individuals to be rec-
ognized for their success, it is imaginable that 
some difficulty would be stumbled upon. In 

this article, Maryann Kelly is being recognized and 
celebrated for standing out among the crowd to her 
students, peers, and administrators.

 This past school year, Mrs. Kelly was 
named the Macy’s Teacher of the Year for 2017. 
Her nomination was completely decided by her 
colleagues. Once nominated, she was awarded the 
county’s teacher of the year award (TOY). The pro-
cess onward included a “lengthy application to fill 
out that included statements regarding [her] personal 
teaching philosophy and innovations [she relies] on 
in [her] classroom, a 45-minute video taped lesson, 
letters of recommendation from parents, students 
and other faculty members, and so forth.” 

 Although many assumptions could be 
made, Mrs. Kelly is not aware of exactly why she 
was nominated.  She shared that “perhaps [her] pas-

sion for teaching striving readers, outgoing person-
ality and education, practical knowledge base and 
expertise in classroom were elements considered.” 
An admirable asset of Mrs. Kelly’s passion is that 
she describes going in for work every day as “an-
other day at school, never another day at work.” She 
views students as “[her] future” which proves her 
true passion for insisting proper education upon stu-
dents.

 In the past, Mrs. Kelly has also won awards 
including Governor Rick Scott’s SHINE award 
along with the Pollo Tropical Teacher of the Year 
award in 2012. This proves that she is a brilliant ed-
ucator. 

 Mrs. Kelly shares in an interview that she 
feels that this award “is such an honor, especially be-
cause the recognition came directly from being rec-
ognized by [her] own peers.” Receiving this awards 
has brought up many opportunities personally and 
professionally which include meeting with Pam 
Stewart, Commissioner of Education for the State 
of Florida, as well as meeting with Governor Rick 
Scott.

 Inside of the classroom, Mrs. Kelly edu-
cates students in courses such as freshman writing, 
acting as the co-teacher of sophomore English and 
Intensive reading. Altogether, she maintains a case-

load of about 20 students who exhibit some sort of 
disability and have individual education plans that 
support their education.

  It is obvious that Mrs. Kelly is not your av-
erage high school teacher being that she is a certified 
English teacher 9-12, and certified Exceptional Stu-
dent Education Teacher K-12.  Adding to the list of 
qualifications and achievements under Mrs. Kelly’s 
belt, she also holds a reading endorsement, and just 
recently obtained the educational media specialist 
certification for grades PK-12. Mrs. Kelly speaks 
fondly of how “[she] taught 4th and 5th grade for 4 
years in Connecticut but [has] been employed as a 
teacher at GCHS since 2003.” 

 Gulf Coast High School should be over-
joyed with pride to have an educator as remarkable 
as Mrs. Kelly. Holding the title of Macy’s Teacher 
of the Year “has empowered [her] to pursue a myr-
iad of professional directions that [she] otherwise 
probably would not have been enervated to take.” Be 
sure to congratulate and celebrate Mrs. Kelly along 
with every other teacher that has impacted your life.

By: Katie O’Brien
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By: Olivia Paccione

Stephen Chbosky is an American novelist, 
screenwriter, and film director. As a 
teenager, he was heavily influenced by 
J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye. 
After graduating high school, he met 
Stewart Stern, screenwriter of the 1955 
James Dean film Rebel Without a Cause, 
who also influenced his career. He then 
graduated from the screenwriting program 
at the University of Southern California. 
In 1994, Chbosky was working on a book 
when he wrote the line, “I guess that’s just 
one of the perks of being a wallflower,” 
and was immediately inspired. 
 This line grew to become his 
first official novel, published in 1999, and 
was an immediate attraction to teenagers 
across the country. In 2000, it was MTV 
Books’ best-selling title, and by 2013, 
there were more than two million print 
copies published in thirty-one languages. 
Chbosky wrote and directed the screen-
play for The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
film which was released in the fall of 
2012, starring Logan Lerman, Ezra Miller, 
and Emma Watson. The movie won both 
Independent Spirit Awards for Best First 
Feature and People’s Choice Award for 
Best Dramatic Movie in 2013. 
 The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
is a coming-of-age novel written in a se-
ries of letters to an unknown recipient. It is 
set in the early nineties and follows Char-
lie, an introverted high school student, 
through his freshman year. As the story 
progresses, Charlie is tugged in directions 
of both adolescence and adulthood. 
 Charlie begins his high school 
journey having to deal with the death of 
his favorite aunt, Aunt Helen, and the 
suicide of his only friend in middle school, 
Michael Scott. Despite this, his English 
teacher recognizes his passion for reading 
and writing and acts as his mentor, encour-
aging him to address him simply as “Bill.” 
Soon after he begins school, two seniors 

befriend him: Patrick and his step-sister, 
Sam. Charlie quickly develops feelings for 
Sam and admits them to her. Sam admits 
that she feels the same way, but she is too 
hesitant to be anything more than friends 
because she was sexually abused as a 
child. Even so, Sam kisses Charlie because 
she wants his first kiss to be from someone 
who truly loves him. 
 One day, Charlie witnesses his 
sister’s boyfriend strike her across the 
face. She does not allow him to tell their 
parents, insisting that it was a singular 
occurrence, so Charlie confides in Bill 
instead. 
 After Charlie is accepted into 
the rest of Patrick and Sam’s friend group, 
he is asked to fill in a role in a school 
play and a girl named Mary Elizabeth is 
impressed by his acting. She asks him to 
the school Sadie Hawkins dance and they 
develop a casual relationship, but this ends 
abruptly. One night, during a game of truth 
or dare, Charlie is dared to kiss the pretti-
est girl in the room. He kisses Sam once 
again, and Mary Elizabeth leaves angrily. 
 Afterward, Patrick advises 
Charlie to stay away from Sam, and the 
rest of his friend group begins to ignore 
him. This leaves Charlie lonely, and he 
begins getting flashbacks of his late Aunt 
Helen. Later that week, Patrick is attacked 
in the football locker room by several 
players because they discovered that he 
was homosexual. Charlie helps Patrick and 
breaks up the fight, and this earns him his 
friendship again. As the school year comes 
to a close, Charlie grows worried about 
losing all his senior friends to college. 
 What happens to Charlie after 
his friends leave? How does his sister 
handle the situation regarding her abusive 
boyfriend? What happens to Sam? Pat-
rick? Find out how the rest of Charlie’s 
year goes in the thought-provoking novel, 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower. 

In GC’s Library: The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower 

By: Stephen Chbosky
By: Isabella Napoles

Spotlight on Teachers:
Mrs. Soulard



Ms. Del Cristo’s English II classes 
are delving into an unprecedented proj-
ect that allows the students to harness 
their creativity, innovation, and collab-
oration skills. The project is based on 
the play, Othello, by William Shake-
speare, specifically focusing on the 
characters in the piece of literature. 

The foundation of the assignment is 
to use social media: Instagram, Snap-
chat, or Facebook, to make a profile for 
a character from Othello in which Ms. 
Del Cristo assigns to each group. Each 
group’s job is to tell that character’s 
story through his or her own perspec-
tive. Through the three forms of social 
media, the groups of students can use 
memes, videos, images, or any other 
creative tool to portray their charac-
ter. For example, with Facebook, stu-
dents can chronologically create feeds 
of conversations between characters. 
Following the completion of this proj-
ect, they will then display their work 
in front of the class where it will be 
analyzed.

The meaning behind this project is 
strong and apparent. Ms. Del Cristo 
explains, “I am trying to demonstrate 
to my students that these stories are 
timeless and that we can still relate to 
them; Shakespeare doesn’t have to be 
boring. This project combines what the 
students enjoy and what I enjoy into an 
effective project.” The students will 
especially be more apt to want to learn 
about Shakespearean literature when it 
is applied into their daily lives.

Undoubtedly, the students are ju-
bilant to work through this project 
together. Student Isabella Rodriguez 
comments, “It is so much fun, and I am 
very excited to use social media in the 
project. It is surely something I have 
never done before.” The project links 
modern times to a time in which stu-
dents have no connection to. 

Creativity and collaboration skills 
play a dramatic role in the completion 
of this project. It allows students to de-
velop creativity and encourages them 
to work together. In a project, the mem-
ber of a group must agree on certain 
aspects and make compromises. Addi-
tionally, keen listening skills is crucial. 
Keeping an open-mind when listening 
to everyone’s contributing ideas will 
make someone think differently or “out 
of the box.” It is imperative in today’s 
day and age for students to be able to 
harness those abilities early on that 
will be instilled in them for the rest of 
their lives. Ms. Del Cristo’s project is 
the complete definition of these skills, 
making it a great learning experience 
overall and, most importantly, a lot of 
fun!

The year that all the hard work throughout one’s entire school 
career leads up to, senior year, is one that should be celebrated and 
is celebrated with parties, senior pranks and senior night in sports, 
it being the last year before you begin true adulthood. Unfortu-
nately, most people celebrate with alcoholic beverages and drugs. 
It is indeed possible to have fun and be sober at the same time.

Drinking and driving can happen from parties like this as well, 
not just holidays like New Years Eve. To help reduce the number 
of collisions, injuries and deaths, Project Graduation was created. 
Project Graduation is non profit and strives to bring the senior 
class together, have fun while staying sober and not consuming 
drugs or alcohol. According to Mrs. Garcia, the sponsor for Gulf 
Coast, their goal is to have 1,500 kids attend this party. This party 
has had 20+ successful years of partying with seniors. This party 
has games, fun activities such as mechanical bull riding, laser tag, 

etc. 
Additionally, there is lots of various types of foods to eat! Many 

venders such as Chickfla, Moes, Subway, sponsor Project Grad-
uation. Project Graduation 2017 is proudly being sponsored by 
The Chef Association, an association that according to their web-
site, “ACF is the culinary leader in offering educational resources, 
training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation designed 
to enhance professional growth for all current and future chefs and 
pastry chefs.” Meaning, more food for all! This not only happens 
at Gulf Coast, this is a nationwide movement, supporting sobriety 
while making memories. Not only are games, tshirts, food, fun 
provided, drawings are also done! Drawings that select random 
students to win scholarships from various schools, and even cars!

On May 26th, 2017, come support sobriety and have fun for only 
$20 and help reach the goal of 1,500 people at the party; Be the one 
that doesn’t drink and drive at your senior party.

Thy Creativity at Its                        
Best!

By: Katie O’Brien By: Sophia Vellozzi

Hola! Bonjour! Ciao!

By: Danielle Higdon

Don’t Let Cheers Turn into Tears

Millions of pieces of litera-
ture and books are sold, read, written, and published each day for 
centuries now. Writing is a method of perhaps expressing oneself. 
Literature has inspired and changed society the made the world 
a more intelligent place. People such as Shakespeare and Edgar 
Allen Po have changed the face of literature with their creative 
and wise minds. If the art of writing sparks interest, Gulf Coast 
has a perfect club for students who have a drive and passion in 
writing. A love for writing can give one so many job opportunities 
and hobbies.

Young Authors Society (YAS) is a Gulf Coast club for students 
who enjoy writing and want to improve as writers – it provides a 
creative outlet for individuals. Meetings take place after school. 
Members and sponsors discuss the elements of storytelling and 
share their works from time to time. Most of the creations are of 

fictitious and short stories using their imaginations. Some may 
be so brave and confident that permission is granted to have their 
story posted online to their own blog they have called the GCHS 
Young Authors Society. 
YAS is “spreading their word and slowly growing and gaining 

more members” sponsor Adam Baldwin gladly states. This is 
Baldwin’s second year teaching both in general and at Gulf Coast. 
Prior to that, he was a scholar at Western Kentucky University 
and majored in Social Studies. What made him change majors was 
according to him he had always had a passion in writing and never 
had a creative writing class as a student in school or had really any 
opportunity to express himself through writing. Baldwin now is 
working on publishing and beginning a fiction book series. The 
first book is called Shadows or Arcon: The Flame of Chaos; the 
book having elements of making good and bad choices and how it 
can affect the future and of course, slaying demons. 

Passion can drive anyone to work hard and do what they love. 
If the passion is reading and creating stories, the Young Authors 
Society is always welcome for new members.

By: Danilelle Higdon

Louder than A Bomb

Upcoming Events
Prom: May 6th, 2017 *Tickets will be sold until April 26th, 2017*

Graduation Practice (MANDATORY): May 25th from 8:00am-12:00am @GCHS 
                                                               May 26th from 8:00am-11:00am @FGCU

Exams: April 18th- 22nd (FSA), May 1st-8th(AP), May 24th-30th(AICE)
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  Nothing could be more exciting than 
traveling to a new country. Some students in 
college or high school are lucky enough to be-
come a foreign exchange student. A foreign 
exchange student is a student who travels to 
another country for a certain period of time to 
immerse themselves in a new culture, while 
still learning as they would back home. In 
this exchange, one student travels to another 
country and a student from that second coun-
try may travel to the country the first student 
came from. For example, an Italian student 
may travel to the United States while the 
American student travels to Italy. There are 
many different organizations and programs 
that can send you abroad and one of the many 
organizations is AFS. AFS stands for Ameri-
can Field Service. This organization is a non-
profit program that has exchange programs 
with more than 40 countries around the world. 
Another company is ASSE. The ASSE stands 
for the American Scandinavian Student Ex-
change. This program offers trips to countries 
in Europe all the way to countries in South 
America. 

  Many students in the foreign exchange pro-
grams may spend a full year abroad or only 
a semester. Typically, when students spent a 
year or a semester abroad, they stay with a host 
family. In some families, you may have a host 
sibling. Other students take shorter trips and 
travel for only a few weeks out of their sum-
mers. Some organizations offer the chance for 
a student to a be part of a summer language 
program where students would travel to an-
other county, and take classes studying the 

language of the country they are in.
  The prices for these trips may vary de-

pending on the organization you travel with. 
Each organization may have a different pro-
gram fee. However, some programs do offer 
grants or scholarships to help students afford 
the trip. One such program is the Congress 
Bundestag Youth Exchange Program. It is the 
ASSE’s only reciprocal exchange program 
funded by the U.S. Department of State and 
this program allows 250 American students 
the chance to spend a year in Germany, while 
300 German students will live in the United 
Sates for a year. According to the AFS-USA 
website, there are multiple scholarships avail-
able here in Florida. One of the scholarships is 

the BP Global Citizens of Tomorrow Scholar-
ship. This full scholarship allows you to study 
abroad for a year in India or Brazil. No matter 
what your financial situation is, there will be 
aid available for this life changing experience. 

  Choosing to become a foreign exchange 
student could be one of the best decisions of 
your life. Your whole experience abroad could 
influence your view of the world or even your 
interests. This experience will also allow you 
to meet others. It may help you to better un-
derstand a culture beside your own. Not only 
does it help you personally, but if you become 
an exchange student during high school, col-
leges will see that you have traveled abroad. 



Girl’s Junior Varsity Lacrosse 
Rocks Tampa Catholic!

It was Friday near the end of March and the 
young Junior Varsity Girl’s Lacrosse Team 
of Gulf Coast High School were ready to win. 
The Gulf Coast High School Girl’s Junior 
Varsity Lacrosse team had the upper hand in 
this game because it was a home game and 
they were on their own turf. 

This time, the JV girls brought home a well 
deserved win for the sharks. The sharks had to 
play the Tampa Catholic Knight Girl’s Junior 
Varsity Lacrosse Team and overall, the game 
was one to watch. Tampa Catholic scored a 
total of 4 goals and our girls quickly followed 
up with another 4. 

It felt like a close game up until the sec-
ond half when finally, the adrenaline must 
have kicked in because they won the game, 
setting the final score of 7-4. Gulf Coast stu-
dent Meghan Hawkesworth, claims that she 
is ”extremely proud of everyone on her team 
tonight.” Meghan Hawkesworth should not 
only be proud of her team, but proud of her-
self, since she helped bring in the win as she 
scored for the team. 

Another player to watch out for is Helen 
Young, who played offense that day and cer-
tainly made the Tampa Catholic girls intim-
idated, playing “with no fear in her heart.” 
Another player who must have played with 
no fear was Gulf Coast’s Emily Sage, who 

scored another well deserved goal for the Ju-
nior Varsity team. She touched on why she 
scored the goal that night, “It was mainly be-
cause of teamwork.” 

Emily Sage went on to explain that it was 
because they had started working on their 
drills more intensely and united as a team 
together in their practices. Emily Sage is 
very right about teamwork; it is a key factor 
in Lacrosse to achieving any sort of victory 
during games. Another student of Gulf Coast 
High School’s JV lax who scored a goal, was 
Emma Johnson. After the game, she said that 
she was “proud of herself.” She should be, 
she played hard and showed great determina-
tion as well as all of her teammates alongside 
her. 

The girls played a civil game and had a 
“blast” playing against Tampa Catholic. Their 
team shows very good sportsmanship, ac-
cording to Gulf Coast High School Freshmen 
who is on the Junior Varsity Lacrosse team 
named Madelyn Morey. The game overall, 
was a great one to watch and the Gulf Coast 
girls should be proud of themselves.
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Cougars Bite The Dust!
SPORTS
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The Gulf Coast High School Girls Ten-
nis Team started off their season after their 
home matches on Wednesday afternoon 
against the Venice High School Indians. 
Both the Indians and the Sharks arrived 
prepared to battle for the team win. Even 
though the Sharks were defeated by Ven-
ice High School, Gulf Coast was able to 
accomplish some individual victories. 

The Sharks fought their hardest until the 
end and put in all the effort they could. More-
over, no player gave up a match no matter the 
situation. Two of Gulf Coast’s players, Viva 
Laas and Emma Heiderscheit, won their sin-
gles and doubles matches versus the Indians. 

Gulf Coast High School’s Lady Sharks 
utilized the techniques they have ac-
quired in practice to play their matches 
with finesse and structure. During the 
week, the Sharks put in all of their ef-
fort to improve their fundamental skills. 

Additionally, they condition them-
selves every afternoon at practice to 
work up their endurance to run down 
the opponent in matches. Athletic pro-
grams provide an amazing opportunity to 

meet new friends with similar interests. 
Furthermore, students on the team are able 

to do more than just expand their tennis skill 
sets, they are supplied with the tools to also 
become a more well-rounded person, as well.

Tennis is also an especially unique 
team sport because you can com-
pete individually and still be part of a 
larger group of fellow student athletes. 

When asked about the season so far, the 
Shark team-member Emma Schilling an-
swered, “Being part of an amazing tennis 
team and a team in general is truly a priv-
ilege. Considering that I’m a freshman and 
have been welcomed with such support is 
awesome. The girls are truly incredible 
and I’m so happy with this experience.”  

The Gulf Coast High School girls ten-
nis team is a great group that supports 
one another and sometimes that is more 
important to a team win. We wish the 
best of luck to the Lady Sharks as they 
face up against the Barron Collier High 
School Cougars on Friday night at home!

Lady Sharks Take on 
Venice High School Indians For Intense 

Tennis Match!
by: Maddie Morey

The Gulf Coast High School boys baseball 
team claimed victory over the Barron Collier 
Cougars on Friday night at home in a non-con-
ference game by a score of 14-4. The Sharks 
are ranked fiftieth in the state after last year’s 
season and the Cougars are ranking two hun-
dred and forty first. Additionally, the Sharks 
had the home field advantage as their home 
record is 5-1 as opposed to the away Cougars’ 
1-4 record. 

The first inning ended scoreless as both 
teams entered the game with strength and 
fresh energy. The Gulf Coast Sharks and the 
Cougars both battled to establish a lead to have 
leverage as the matchup progressed. Finally, in 
the second inning, the Sharks scored the first 
home run of the high-scoring game. Gulf Coast 
also scored the second run of the game shortly 
after in the same inning. 

The third inning was full of action from both 
dugouts. The Cougars came back onto the field 
with force and closed in on the Sharks’ lead, 
gaining points on the board. The Cougars left 
the score 2-4 before the Sharks came up to bat. 
Gulf Coast fought back to score five home runs 
bringing the score to 7-4 as the inning came to 
a close.

Over the next two innings the teams played 
with evenly matched skills and unwavering 
effort. The game went back and forth as the 
Cougars struggled to regain their lead they had 
earned in the third inning. In the fourth, the 
Sharks were able to gain one home run against 
Barron Collier, making it even more difficult 
for the Cougars to overcome their four-point 
lead. Gulf Coast began to work on securing the 
win in the fifth inning by employing a more 
conservative playing style and just trying to 
prevent Barron Collier from scoring any more 
runs before the end of the game came around. 

The sixth inning was a flurry of action from 
the Gulf Coast High School Sharks as they 
scored an impressive six home runs, bringing 
the score to 14-4. 

Confidence in their strategies gave them the 
advantage they needed to drive for the win as 
a team. The crowd was in awe of the scoring 
streak to end the game. In their next matchup, 
the Sharks are facing the South Fort Myers 
Wolfpack at home on Tuesday. Good luck, 
Sharks!

by: Maddie Morey

by: Maddie Morey

Stay Tuned For The 
Next Edition Of 

Shark Bites!
We Will Be 
Highlighting 

Student Athletes
Who Signed 

To Great Colleges!



A Night Where All Can Truly Shine!

Prom night is rapidly approaching as the 
school year comes to an end. Students are 
frantically on the hunt for the perfect dress 
and date to accompany them on their big 
night. Hair appointments have been made 
and corsages are getting ordered along with 
limos being booked and restaurant reser-
vations being set. By most, prom night is 
looked back on as one of the best nights of 
their lives, but for some, this special evening 
would not be possible without Tim Tebow, 
former professional football player and pro-
fessional baseball outfielder. 

The Tim Tebow Foundation established 
“Night to Shine” to give those who are 
mentally disabled the same prom night ex-
perience as any other high schooler. The 
event is run through churches from sea to 
sea as the goal of this foundation is “cen-
tered on God’s love” (timtebowfoundation.
org). These prom events have become so 
wildly successful that this past February 
10, 2017, there were 375 churches ranging 
from Kenya all the way to New York hosted 
a “Night to Shine” for their disabled youth. 
The creation of these events would not have 
been possible without the 150,000 volun-
teers the foundation had. 

Per the Tim Tebow Foundation website, 
“Night to Shine celebrates the uniqueness of 
each individual guest by providing an un-
forgettable night where they are welcomed, 
valued and loved!” The overall impact the 
prom is anticipated to have on those who at-

tend is to make them feel loved and accepted 
by society by being welcomed into the arms 
of God. 

Tim Tebow himself was impacted during 
one of the prom nights. Directly quoted from 
the foundation’s website, “When I was 

at one of the proms last year, a beautifully 
dressed queen of the prom was hugging me 
when the girls’ mom leaned over and whis-
pered with tears in her eyes, ‘My daughter 
will never get married and she will never 
have children, but tonight you made her feel 
like a princess!’” It is clear as day that Night 
to Shine is making the impacts that it aims 
to make in the lives of the individuals who 
participate in the event and their families.

The best part about this foundation is 
that you can get involved! On the Night to 
Shine website, there is a place where you 
can donate towards the cause. Every dollar 
donated goes toward the production of mak-
ing these proms happen. Instead of donating 
your money, you could purchase merchan-
dise from the foundations such a t-shirts and 
hooded sweatshirts. The best to contribute 
to the foundation is by being involved in a 
Night to Shine near you. Check out local 
churches that are planning on having this 
remarkable event and give a massive thank 
you to Tebow himself for bringing his hopes 
of God’s love for all into the lives of any-
body facing difficulties unimaginable. 

World News

W h a t c o u l d happen in 17 minutes? 
Well, a lot of things. Yet this specific 
amount of time was how long it took for 
an intruder to roam the White House 
Grounds before he was caught by secu-
rity. Meet Jonathan T. Tran, a 26-year-old 
California native who “jumped the fence” 
March 10th. He wanted to deliver a let-
ter in which he said he had evidence about 
“Russian hackers” that he wanted to give 
the president (heavy.com). Sounds like your 
typical Friday night, right? Didn’t think so. 
The first thing that comes to mind when 
hearing this ordeal is probably that multiple 
layers of protection had failed for Tran to be 
able to approach the presidential residence, 
after surveillance video is said to show him 
jumping a fence near the Treasury Building 
to an Entrance of the Executive Residence.

The White House’s first line of defense is 
a 7 1/2-foot fence made of reinforced iron. 
The fence was built in the 1960s to limit the 
public’s access to White House grounds and 
was expanded in the 1990s by an entire block 
to put more distance between traffic and the 
presidential mansion. Many fences have 
marked the perimeter of the White House 
over the years, however the iron fence is con-
sidered the most impenetrable. Just inside the 

fence, alarms placed below ground and in-
frared sensors above the ground detect fence 
jumpers. Hidden around the perimeter of the 
lawns and gardens are teams of armed Se-
cret Service agents carrying semiautomatic 
pistols, shotguns and machine guns. Snipers 
who can accurately hit targets as far away 
as 1,000 yards (914 meters) dot the White 
House roof. Jonathan Wackrow, 14-year Se-
cret Service employee said in addition to de-
feating newly installed “pencil-point” spikes 
atop the fence that are intended to slow down 
jumpers, Tran’s alleged incursion should 
have triggered intrusion detection and video 
surveillance alarms. Tran also would have 
“walked by multiple, multiple uniformed di-
vision posts at The White House,” Wackrow 
said. “All of those things did not react to this 
individual traversing a significant amount 
of distance at The White House,” Wackrow 
said. “If failures were not tied to the techni-
cal security system, then personnel did not 
respond properly despite known vulnerabili-
ties.” Tran is to report for supervision to the 
federal court in San Jose, California, be sub-
ject to GPS monitoring, mental health evalu-
ation and, if necessary, treatment. He faces a 
maximum of 10 years in prison, and his next 
hearing is in Washington, set for April 13th. 

By: Olivia Paccione 
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By: Zya Crawford

White House Roamer
Imaine stand- ing in a vast Californian al-

mond farm with the sun shining and insects 
chirping. Now, imagine the same scene, but in 
complete silence. This situation is becoming 
more and more common across the globe as 
the populations of pollinators, such as insects, 
bats, and birds, are plummeting. In fact, a more 
realistic image that could result from diminishing 
pollinator populations is that of a grocery store 
with half of its aisles empty. Bees and other in-
sects do not just aid in the production of honey, 
but also everyday goods such as almonds, grapes, 
pears, wine, and avocados. Plants rely on bees to 
pollinate them, and reduced pollination leads to 
reduced availability of products.

Pollinators are becoming increasingly endan-
gered due to several factors including pesticides, 
climate change, habitat loss, and disease. Sta-
tistics show that from April of 2015 to April of 
2016, beekeepers lost forty-four percent of their 
colonies in the United States alone. From 2006 to 
2011, the drought in California caused the state’s 
honey production to be cut nearly in half in just 
five years. Honey bees may seem like simple, in-
significant insects at first glance, but according to 
the American Beekeeping Federation, they actu-
ally contribute more than fourteen billion dollars 
to the value of United States’ crop production. 

The scarcity of natural pollinators is an eco-
nomic detriment beyond the principle of supply 
and demand. Pollination is essential to crops 
whether there is an abundance or inefficiency of 
pollinators. In recent years, farmers have been 
forced to pollinate their fields by hand. This pro-
cess is completed by using small brushes that 
resemble feather dusters that sweep pollen onto 
every flower in order to fertilize them. Increased 
labor costs more money, and this results in in-
flated prices of produce in supermarkets. If farm-
ers lack the labor to hand-pollinate, they must 
rent beehives. These hives are trucked from up 
to three thousand miles away, and they can cost 
upwards of two hundred dollars each. On top of 
this, dozens of hives are necessary to pollinate 
effectively and efficiently. 

Of all causes of the dwindling populations of 
pollinators, it has been discovered that the most 

significant factor has been a parasite. In 2015, a 
joint study between the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the United States Department 
of Agriculture found that a parasite known as 
the Varroa destructor plays a colossal role in bee 
eradication. The Varroa is a type of mite that is 
highly resistant to insecticides that US beekeep-
ers use to attempt to keep mites out of hives. The 
insecticide issue began in 1987 when the Varroa 
mite was initially discovered in the United States. 
Chemical manufacturers such as Monsanto cre-
ated and pushed for the sale of their genetically 
modified products to quickly fix the problem. 
These chemicals only weakened bees’ natural 
genetic defenses to fight the parasite. 

The average citizen can help relieve the prob-
lem in a number of ways. By planting flowers and 
other vegetation, one can aid in the recirculation 
of honey bees. For frequent city-goers and urban 
residents, even miniscule herbs such as lavender, 
thyme, chives, and rosemary will do the trick, and 
they can thrive on a surface as small as a window 
sill. In addition, one can purchase raw honey from 
local beekeepers rather than industrial honey 
from supermarkets. Bees and other natural pol-
linators have never been given as much attention 
as they have been in recent years. Who knew such 
uncomplex creatures could play such enormous 
roles in humans’ everyday lives?

 

By: Isabella Napoles

Bad News for Bees?

By: Olivia Paccione

Blazing Fire Burns Through Collier
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Here in Collier County, we have 
become accustomed to the smell of 
burning brush during this time of year 
during our efforts to prevent uncon-
trolled forest fires initiated by lightning 
strikes. Within the past month there 
has been a different smell blowing 
through the air. Plumes of thick smoke 
rising above us serve as evidence of 
something peculiar, causing alarm 
and confusion to set in. Due to this 
unusual environmental behavior, is not 
a surprise that news reports have been 
springing up about forest fires spread-
ing throughout Collier County. 
     The most recent and highly shock-
ing fire occurred early this spring. It 
resulted in the burning of over 6,000 
acres of land spanning across Collier 
County. In its early stages, the fire was 
only thirty percent contained but since 
March 14th ,  it has been ninety percent 
contained. As of late, there has been 
an epidemic of smaller fires scattered 
throughout Naples and the outskirts of 
Collier County. These fires have caused 
extensive damage upon both land and 
homes. There were also many families 
forced to evacuate the area as a precau-
tionary measure. 
     The main question crossing the 
minds of Collier County residents is 
how could this have happened? Well, 
forest fires can occur in a multitude of 
ways. Although considered a natural 

disaster, ninety percent of wild fires in 
the United States is the result of human 
activity. These activities include but are 
certainly not limited 

to: leaving lit cigarettes on the ground, 
improperly extinguishing fires, and 
intentionally starting a fire in the 
wilderness. The other ten percent of 
fires are started by lightning strikes 
or lava ashes igniting on the ground. 
These causes are classified as natural 
disasters. 
     The best way we can prevent 
disasters such as these from occurring 
is know how to properly tend to a fire, 
as well as being familiar with the steps 
we must take towards caution. In cases 
where fires are started by humans, the 
only way we can prevent a major fire 
from breaking out is by maintaining 
fires responsibly. Make sure to com-
pletely put out any camp fires started, 
as well as disposing of any ignited 
material in designated areas. If a fire is 
started naturally, the most efficient way 
to report it would be to contact your 
local fire department as soon as the fire 
is spotted. 
     Be sure to follow exact directions 
and precautions regarding fire so that 
will be able to ensure the safety of citi-
zens and their homes from destruction. 
It is important to your community and 
it yourself to take proper care of the 
environment you are living in.
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